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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MIKULSKI ANNOUNCES STEP FORWARD IN PUTTING NEARLY $29 MILLION IN FEDERAL CHECK BOOK 

FOR HARFORD, CECIL COUNTY WATER PROJECTS
Maryland on track to receive $70 million for critical projects
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Senator Barbara A. Mikulski (D-Md.), a senior member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, announced another step forward for the fiscal year 2010 Energy and Water Development Appropriations Bill, which will put more than $70 million in the federal checkbook for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers projects in Maryland, including nearly $29 million for Harford and Cecil County priorities. The bill has now been passed by the Senate Appropriations Committee and goes next to the Senate floor for a vote, which has not yet been scheduled.  
“This bill invests in the lives and livelihoods of Marylanders by improving the quality of our waterways,” said Senator Mikulski.  “I will continue to fight to make Harford and Cecil Counties a priority in the federal checkbook.”
The spending bill includes:

· $28.4 million for operation and maintenance dredging of the C&D Canal and its approach channels. The C&D Canal is a shortcut for vessels traveling between Baltimore and points north. It currently carries 40 percent of all ship traffic in and out of the Port of Baltimore.  

· $130,000 for the Susquehanna River Basin Low Flow Management and Environmental Restoration Project. The funding will be used to develop strategies to meet the growing demand for water in the Basin. 


· $200,000 for Conowingo Reservoir Sediment Management. The funding will be used to determine how large sediment buildup from behind the Conowingo Reservoir can be prevented from entering the Chesapeake Bay. High sediment loads and the nutrients they carry can cause loss of aquatic vegetation and habitat and could also cause shoaling of navigation channels. The Conowingo Reservoir provides water for public water supply systems, energy production, recreational activities and fresh water for the upper Chesapeake Bay.
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